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Have you ever heard your parents or grandparents start a 

story with the phrase, “When I was your age….”?  And 

then they proceed to tell you how hard things were then?  

How do you respond?  Roll your eyes and say to yourself, 

“Here we go again.”   

Things that happened “back then” have a hard time 

capturing our imagination.  That doesn’t mean that they 

were not rough, though.  One reason for the difficulty is 

that things right now are hard enough and require our full 

attention if we are going to make it through. 

What’s one thing that’s going on right now that is so 

difficult that it causes you anxiety and worry and that you 

would want others to take seriously?  Every age has those 

things—situations that are teetering on the edge of disaster.  

We hear about them in today’s first reading and in the 

Gospel.   

Such visions of the future are called apocalyptic and they 

are famous for their terrifying details.  When I was growing 

up everyone was worried about nuclear war.  We were 

taught to know where the nearest fallout shelter was, and in 

our household we prayed for the conversion of Russia. 

But the disaster such visions portray is not the message, it’s 

only the setting in which they take place.  What makes an 

apocalyptic vision authentic is that it provides a glimpse of 

the redemptive potential in what appears to be a disastrous 

situation. 
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Every age has its struggles, and some have been quite 

overwhelming.  Our day and age is no exception.  I don’t 

think anyone would argue with that.  The turmoil and 

tragedy of our era gives us every right to cry out in our 

distress. It can be hard to imagine other times as bad as 

ours.   

The prophecy of the prophet Daniel does seem to focus on 

the catastrophe of the moment.  He says it is a "time 

unsurpassed in distress." Jesus' prediction involved the 

darkening of the sun, the stars falling and the powers in 

heaven being shaken. The troubles play out on the stage of 

the whole world, and no one escapes them. 

Still, Daniel's disaster sets the scene for the appearance of 

Michael, the angelic helper. And when Jesus talks about the 

fearsome signs, he explains, "When you see these things 

happening, know that the Son of Man is at the gates." 

The message of the visions is not all about terror.  The 

crisis may create the situation, but it doesn’t define who we 

are. In his now famous encyclical "Laudato Si', on Care for 

Our Common Home," Pope Francis reminds us that 

apocalyptic times invite us to see the transformational 

power of God ready to move into action wherever the need 

is the greatest. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html


33rd - Sunday in Ordinary Time – B 
Children’s liturgy (Middle school) 

 

In Laudato Si', Francis recognizes that humanity is at a 

crossroads, but he also acknowledges that we have the 

freedom necessary to respond to the crises of our epoch in a 

"bold cultural revolution" that would be based on 

appreciating that everything in our world is interconnected. 

As the pope sees it, that will mean that we have to redefine 

our notion of progress, one that presupposes a care for 

creation that cherishes the dignity of Earth and all her 

creatures.  

We are living in apocalyptic times, and that can be quite 

scary.  But the main thing to remember in such times is that 

God is close by.  He’s not throwing up his hands in despair 

and saying, “Nothing can be done.”  He knows the way 

forward and calls us to follow his lead, much like he 

instructed Moses and the people of Israel to march through 

the Red Sea.  

We will have to be realistic in assessing our crises and 

respond to them from the belief that now is the time to lift 

up our heads and see that the Son of Man is at the gates. 

Today, the Son of Man cries out to us through the agony of 

creation and invites us to collaborate with him in the work 

of redemption.  

Our task is to join together and reveal the redemptive 

potential that is possible in this unique time in which we 

are living. 

 


